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of Cornelia's is quite typical of the kind of modernness Mr. Masefleld 
gives us : " It is a question now, dear heart, of standing for the right. 
The right side is always the weaker side. War is terrible. It's such a 
loathsome kind of spiritual death." And again it is difficult to conceive 
of a Roman woman's speaking of " going out under the eagles to defend 
that burning thought, the Will of Rome." The phrase is modern, romantic. 
The persons of the play are by no means mere puppets; so far as the 
author's rather slender dramatic portraiture enables us to see them, they 
seem alert, quick-feeling, quick-thinking human beings. But at bottom 
they are motivated, electrified to life, by the author's poetic feeling rather 
than by any profound conception of character: they are temporary ve- 
hicles for the expression of emotions— emotions that lack the substance 
of character. The play affects one somewhat as a succession of rather 
empty musical chords; not that emotion lacks due occasion, but that 
feeling is not sufficiently interfused with the interest of personality. The 
one element that might conceivably have raised the piece to a level with, 
for example, the poetic dramas of Swinburne is lacking: the play is 
written not in verse, but in a rather musical, flexible prose. More moving 
than most things in the play is the epilogue: 

"Pompey was a great Captain, riding among Kings a King, 
Now he lies dead on the sand, an old blind tumbled thing. 
Pate has her secret way to humble captains thus; 
Fate comes to every one and takes the light from us, 
And the beginning and the end are darkened waters where no lights be, 
But after many days the brook finds ocean, 
And the ship puts to sea." 

On the whole, one cannot help approving in a measure Mr. Masefield's 
naturalistic handling of a classic theme; yet surely there is a note of 
grandeur in human affairs for which Rome has proverbially stood, and in 
the Tragedy of Pompey the Great much of this effect is lost in sentiment. 



Religion and Life. By Elwood Worcester, Rector of E mm anuel 
Church, Boston. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1914. 

Dr. Worcester has written a forceful and persuasive exposition of 
Christianity as a living power in the world and as a believable body of 
doctrine — an exposition which expresses and interprets the newer attitude 
toward religion. This attitude is not easy to define in a few words, for it 
is the resultant of many intellectual causes. Gradually there has come 
about a great clearing of the religious atmosphere. In the first place, the 
true character of Jesus and the nature of his religion have beeome un- 
mistakably plain. "Much as still remains to be done in the life of the 
Lord," writes Dr. Worcester, "we have reached a point at which it is 
impossible to make the Christian Religion mean what we wish it to mean. 
In other words, we cannot falsify and alter the teachings of Jesus any 
longer to suit our own purposes." In the second place, metaphysical and 
doctrinal difficulties now seem less formidable than they have appeared in 
the past: men are readier to believe that with God all things are possible. 
Science, which once made men agnostic, now rather strengthens the power 
of belief, and faith, instead of rejecting the knowledge of science and com- 
mon experience, merely seeks to go farther than they along the same road. 
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Dr. Worcester's chapters upon such subjects as " Christianity and the 
Social Question," " The Law of Increase," " The Good Samaritan," " Ideal- 
ism and Devotion," serve a threefold purpose. Written from an avowedly 
Christian viewpoint, they are exhortations to faith; they are also resolute 
and frank applications of Christian doctrine to life; and finally they 
serve as pragmatic arguments for belief, since they show the need and 
practical efficiency of religion in the world's affairs. Even more interest- 
ing than these are the chapters which deal with the more personal aspects 
of religion. The belief that repentance and faith can make over a man's 
character almost in an instant can no longer be regarded as a mere 
affirmation of sentiment or dogma ; the miracle of sudden " conversion " is 
as well attested as any of the miracles of science. In one case, of which 
the author tells, a man of force and education, after relating in detail the 
story of his complete ruin and downfall — a story almost wholly devoid 
of redeeming features — was induced to kneel and ask forgiveness of God. 
" He knelt in silence for perhaps five minutes. When he rose he looked at 
me and I saw something in his face which was not there before. He said 
very quietly, ' God has heard my prayer, and I am saved.' . . . The vice 
and evil which had desolated his life simply ceased, and in this place a 
character of such purity, sweetness, and unselfishness was born that I 
cannot speak of it without shame to myself." 

Significant of the author's point of view is his discussion of prayer. 
Religious intuition has always upheld the efficacy of prayer, and the ex- 
periences and observations of Dr. Worcester convince him, independently 
of faith, that prayer is a power incalculably great but ill understood. 
There was a time when the question chiefly raised was the question of 
failure: how can it be that we sometimes ask and do not receive? Now 
it has become possible to shift the ground and ask how it is that prayer 
ever succeeds. Dr. Worcester suggests that without surrendering present 
faith we may hope that science in the future will teach us vastly more 
than we know now concerning the nature and use of this mysterious influ- 
ence. " Sometimes we pray with conviction and power, and our prayers 
are mighty and effective. In some way we have fulfilled the necessary con- 
ditions and have come in contact with the Source of power, but we know 
not how we did it. Sometimes for weeks and months our prayers seem 
to rise no higher than the ceiling of our rooms and to accomplish nothing, 
yet we know not why. Should we understand prayer as Jesus understood 
it, all things would be possible to us; but we are groping amid the very 
rudiments of it." 

Religion and Life is not, of course, a formal effort to establish the truths 
of Christianity on rational grounds, nor does the author advance any one 
definite thesis. But perhaps the book will accomplish more than could a 
formal argument. In many different ways it imparts the invigorating 
assurance that there is nothing contrary to science or common sense in 
believing that life is at bottom a spiritual affair. 



Ltttle Essays in Literature and Liee. By Richard Burton. New 
York: The Century Company, 1914. 

The essays contained in this volume are indeed " little," in the sense 
of brevity, and some of them are on rather hackneyed themes. There 
are no originalities of the first water in the book, but there are no mere 



